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Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Service yz 317 West 4th Street 
Vol. XXII December 15, 1954 No. 24 
A SUPPLEMENT TO YOUR OCTOBER IST JUVENILE CHECK LIST 


The following indications are again used throughout: ** VERY GOOD; * GOOD; and where 
we feel that a book is either negligible or poor, we indicate it by o OMIT. Only 
1954 titles are included. 


PICTURE BOOKS 
Author Title Publisher Price Page 


Tudor, Tasha A IS FOR ANNABELLE Oxford $2.50 725 
PICTURE-STORY BOOKS 


Bannon, Laura HAT FOR A HERO Whitman 
Bergman, Astrid MICKI THE BABY FOX Macmillan 
Bright, Robert MISS PATTIE Doubleday 
Crowell, Pers WHAT CAN A HORSE DO? McGraw-Hill 
Dennis, Morgan HIMSELF AND BURLAP ON TV Viking 
Earle, Vana THE BUSY MAN AND THE 

NIGHTTIME NOISES Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
Goodenow, Earle THE LAZY LLAMA Follett 
Hendrickson, Dorris W. BREAKNECK HILL Follett 
Marguerite,Sister Mary oMARTIN'S MICE Follett 
Steiner, Charlotte KIKI LOVES MUSIC Doubleday 
Worm, Piet *THREE LITTLE HORSES Random House 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 
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Bettina PICCOLO Harper 
Bilder & Donaldson oSKYJETS Whitman 
Brown, Margaret Wise THE LITTLE FIR TREE Crowell 
Dalgliesh, Alice *THE THANKSGIVING STORY Scribner 
Donaldson & Bilder oSKYJETS Whitman 
Fritz, Jean *FISH HEAD Coward-McCann 
Hawkins, Quail THE BEST BIRTHDAY Doubleday 
Hogan, Inez ME Dutton 
Krauss, Ruth *I'LL BE YOU AND YOU BE ME Harper 
Lenski, Lois SONGS OF MR. SMALL Oxford 
McNeer & Ward LITTLE BAPTISTE Houghton, Mifflin 
Moran, Jim *SOPHOCLES THE HYENA Whittlesey 
Niles, Katherine THE ANGEL IN THE HAYLOFT Dutton 
Parsons, Arthur H. Jr. THE HORN THAT STOPPED THE 
BAND Watts 

Perkins, Marlin MARLIN PERKINS’ ZOO PARADE Rand McNally 
Petersham,Maud & Miska *OFF TO BED Macmillan 
Schrank, Joseph THE CELLO IN THE BELLY OF 

THE PLANE Watts 
Slobodkin, Louis THE HORSE WITH THE HIGH- 

HEELED SHOES Vanguard 
Smiley, Virginia K. LITTLE BOY NAVAJO Abelard-Schuman 
Smith, Dorothy Hall- #d. THE TALL BOOK OF CHRISTMAS Harper 
Ward & McNeer LITTLE BAPTISTE Houghton, Mifflin 
Wilde, Oscar THE SELFISH GIANT P. J. Kenedy 
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EASY READING 


Adelson & Gruenberg YOUR BREAKFAST Doubleday 

Brown, Bill & Rosalie THE FOREST FIREMEN Coward-McCann 

FUN TO LEARN GOLDEN BOOKS Simon & Schuster each 
Gruenberg & Adelson YOUR BREAKFAST Doubleday 


Lindman, Maj SNIPP, SNAPP, SNURR LEARN 
TO SWIM Whitman 


CLASSICS, REPRINTS & INEXPENSIVE JUVENILES 


Bertail, Inez- Fd. COMPLETE NURSERY SONG BOOK Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
Brown, Marcia- Trans. CINDERELLA Scribner 
Harris, Laura- Fd. AESOP'S FABLES Garden City 
Moore, Clement C. THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS Garden City 
Moore, Clement C. THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS Lippincott 
Pyle, Howard SOME MERRY ADVENTURES OF 
ROBIN HOOD Scribner 


FICTION- 8-11 


Bemelmans, Ludwig *THE HIGH WORLD Harper 
Kennedy, Mary JENNY Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
Lamorisse, Albert WHITE MANE Dutton 
McGuire, Frances KEYS TO FORTUNE Dutton 
O'Faolain, Eileen IRISH SAGAS AND FOLK TALES Oxford 
Reeves, James ENGLISH FABLES AND FAIRY 
STORIES Oxford 
Simont, Marc MIMI Harper 
Spies, Victor C. SUN DANCE Follett 
TIME TO READ SERIES 
Leary, Reichtert & 
Reely HELPING OTHERS Lippincott 
MOVING FORWARD Lippincott 
SAILING AHEAD Lippincott 
Whiteley, Mary WAIT TILL SEPTEMBER Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 


NON-FICTION- 8-11 
ADVENTURES IN GEOGRAPHY SERIES 
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Carpenter & Neurath ICEBERGS AND JUNGLES Hanover House-GardenCity1.00 
Carpenter & Neurath MOUNTAINS AND VALLEYS Hanover House-GardenCityl.00 


AROUND THE WORLD TODAY BOOKS 
Buckley, Peter *#CESARE OF ITALY Watts 
Buckley, Peter LUIS OF SPAIN Watts 
Bendick, Jeanne *THE FIRST BOOK OF SUPERMARKETS Watts 
BIG GOLDEN BOOK 
Hunt, W. Ben *INDIAN CRAFTS AND LORE Simon & Schuster 
Buckley, Peter *CESARE OF ITALY Watts 
Buckley, Peter LUIS OF SPAIN Watts 
Colby, C. B. FROGMEN: SMOKE EATERS: 
F.B.I.: POLICE Coward-McCann 
Dickinson, Alice *THE FIRST BOOK OF PRE- 
HISTORIC ANIMALS Watts 
EDUCATIONAL FUNBOOKS 
AMERICAN HISTORY FUNBOOK Hart 
ANIMAL FUNBOOK Hart 
GEOGRAPHY FUNBOOK Hart 
NATURE FUNBOOK Hart 
SCIENCE FUNBOOK Hart 
Epstein, Sam & Beryl *THE FIRST BOOK OF WORDS Watts 


2-75 
2.75 
1.75 


1.50 
2.75 
2-75 


1.00 


1.75 


1.25 
1.25 
1.25 
1.25 
1.25 
1.75 


December 15, 1954 


107 
679 
708 


707 
T15 


679 
707 
678 
678 
707 



























































December 15, 1954 


FIRST BOOKS 
Bendick, Jeanne 
Bothwell, Jean 
Dickinson, Alice 


Epstein, S. & B. 
Hoke, Helen 
Hughes, Langston 
Hogner, Dorothy Childs 
Hoke, Helen 
Howard, Joan 


Hughes, Langston 
Hunt, W. Ben 


Judson, Clara Ingram 
Kenworthy, Leonard S. 
Meadowcroft, Enid L. 


Morton, Alice D. 

Rey, H. A. 

SIGNATURE BOOKS 
Douty, Esther M. 
Howard, Joan 
Meadowcroft, Enid 


Nolan, Jeannette C. THE STORY OF MARTHA WASHINGTON 


Steele, William 0. 
Williams-Ellis & Willis 
Winters, Mary K. 


Amrein, Vera R. 
Bothwell, Jean 
George, John & Jean 
Johnson, James R. 
Lambert, Janet 
Sorenson, Virginia 


Final Fall Juvenile Check List 
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THE 
*THE 
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NON-FICTION- 8-11 


(Cont. ) 


FIRST BOOK OF SUPERMARKETS Watts 


FIRST BOOK OF ROADS 
FIRST BOOK OF PREHISTORIC 
ANIMALS 

FIRST BOOK OF WORDS 
FIRST BOOK OF DOLLS 
FIRST BOOK OF JAZZ 

DOG FAMILY 

FIRST BOOK OF DOLLS 

STORY OF JOHN J. AUDUBON 


(Stgnature Books) 
*THE FIRST BOOK OF JAZZ 


*INDIAN CRAFTS AND LORE 
(Big Golden Book) 


ANDREW JACKSON 


BRAZIL (Land & Peoples Volume) 


*THE 


STORY OF CRAZY HORSE 


(Signature Book) 


TEAC 


H ME TO COOK 


FIND THE CONSTELLATIONS 


THE STORY OF STEPHEN FOSTER 
*THE STORY OF JOHN J. AUDUBON 


*THE 


STORY OF CRAZY HORSE 


THE STORY OF LEIF ERICSON 
LAUGHING GAS AND SAFETY LAMP 


TEACH ME TO SPELL 
FICTION- 12-16 


SUDDEN VOYAGE 
FLAME IN THE SKY 
BUBO 

LOST ON HAWK MOUNTAIN 
A DREAM FOR SUSAN 
*THE HOUSE NEXT DOOR 


of the Union Series) 


STRENGTH OF THE UNION SERIES 


Sorenson, Virginia 
Sutcliff, Rosemary 
Trease, Geoffrey 
WINSTON ADVENTURE BOOKS 

Carmer, Carl 


Ames & Wyler 
Asimov, Isaac ° 
Beckel, Graham 


*THE HOUSE NEXT DOOR 
*THE EAGLE OF THE NINTH 
THE SILKEN SECRET 


REBELLION AT QUAKER HILL 


NON-FICTION- 12-16 


RESTLESS EARTH 
THE CHEMICALS OF LIFE 
WORKSHOPS OF THE WORLD 


Bullough,William &Helena INTRODUCING ANIMALS 


Cavanah, Frances- £d. 
Fletcher, Sydney E. 


Graham, Eleanor 


WE CAME TO AMERICA 


*THE AMERICAN INDIAN 
(Illustrated True Book) 
*¥THE STORY OF CHARLES DICKENS 


(Strength 


Watts 


Watts 
Watts 
Watts 
Watts 
Oxford 
Watts 


Grosset & Dunlap 
Watts 


Simon & Schuster 
Follett 
Holiday House 


Grosset & Dunlap 
Hart 
Houghton, Mifflin 


Grosset & Dunlap 
Grosset & Dunlap 
Grosset & Dunlap 
Grosset & Dunlap 
Grosset & Dunlap 
Abelard-Schuman 
Hart 


Harcourt, Brace 
Vanguard 

Dutton 

Follett 

Dutton 


Scribner 


Scribner 
Oxford 
Vanguard 


Winston 


Abelard-Schuman 
Abelard-Schuman 
Abelard-Schuman 
Crowell 
Macrae-Smith 


Grosset & Dunlap 
Abelard-Schuman 


$1.75 
1.75 


1.75 
1.75 
1.75 
1.75 
2.50 
1.75 


1.50 
1.75 
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NON-FICTION- 12-16 (Cont.) 


Hazeltine, Alice I,-fd. WE GREW UP IN AMERICA Abingdon Press $2.95 776 
Hennessey, William J. THINGS FOR BOYS & GIRLS 
TO MAKE Harper 2.50 728 
ILLUSTRATED TRUE BOOKS 
Davis & Nisenson 100 GREATEST SPORTS HEROES Grosset & Dunlap 2.50 729 
Fletcher, Sydney E.*THE AMERICAN INDIAN Grosset & Dunlap 2.50 729 
Knight, Clayton *THE STORY OF FLIGHT Grosset & Dunlap 2.50 729 
Penfield, Thomas LOST TREASURE TRAILS Grosset & Dunlap 2.50 729 
Kendall, James GREAT DISCOVERIES BY YOUNG 
CHEMISTS Crowell 3.00 712 


Knight, Clayton *THE STORY OF FLIGHT 
(Illustrated True Books) Grosset & Dunlap 2.50 
Longstreth, T. Morris THE FORCE CARRIES ON Macmillan 2.75 683 
Morgan, Alfred THE BOYS' FIRST BOOK OF 
RADIO AND ELECTRONICS Scribner 2.75 
Peale, Norman Vincent THE POWER OF POSITIVE THINKING 
FOR YOUNG PEOPLE Prentice-Hall 2.95 
Reinfeld, Fred COMMEMORATIVE STAMPS OF THE 
U.S.A. Crowell 4.50 


Ross, Frank, Jr. RADAR AND OTHER ELECTRONIC 
INVENTIONS Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 3.00 


TERRIFIC TRIPLE TITLES 
Hoke, Helen oJOKES, JOKES, JOKES Watts 3.00 
Vance, Marguerite *ELIZABETH TUDOR Dutton 2.75 
Wyler & Ames RESTLESS EAR‘’H Abelard-Schuman 2.50 
Zarchy, Harry CERAMICS Knopf 3.00 
FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


FIRST PRIZE FROM THE O. HENRY MEMORIAL AWARDS Hanover House-Garden City3.95 
Landon, Christopher A FLAG IN THE CITY Macmillan 3.00 
Lott, Milton THE LAST HUNT Houghton, Mifflin 4.00 
Payne, Robert ALEXANDER THE GOD A. A. Wyn 3.5 
Seton, Anya KATHERINE Houghton, Mifflin 3.9 
3. 


Thane, Elswyth LETTERS TO A STRANGER Little, Brown-D.S.P. 5 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Arny, Marie Travis SEASONED WITH SALT Westminster 
Carroll, Lewis USEFUL AND INSTRUCTIVE 
POETRY Macmillan 

Coon, Carleton H. THE STORY OF MAN Knopf 
Fleming & Krick SUN, SEA AND SKY Lippincott 
Horan & Sann PICTORIAL HISTORY OF THE 

WILD WEST Crown 
Kane, Harnett SPIES FOR THE BLUE AND GRAY Hanover House-GardenCity3.75 
Krick & Fleming SUN, SEA AND SKY Lippincott 4.95 
Lathrop, Gilbert LITTLE ENGINES AND BIG MEN Caxton 


Laye, Camara THE DARK CHILD 
Loeb, Robert H., Jr. HE- MANNERS 
Malartic, Yves TENZING OF EVEREST 


Noonday Press 
Association Press 
Crown 


Malone, Dumas THE STORY OF THE DECLARATION 


OF INDEPENDENCE 
Price, Robert JOHNNY APPLESEED 
Sandoz, Mari WINTER THUNDER 


Sann & Horan PICTORIAL HISTORY OF THE 


WILD WEST 
Whitney, Dr. Leon F. FIRST AID FOR PETS 


Oxford 
Indiana Univ. Press 
Westminster 


Crown 
Vanguard 


Wilson, Mitchell AMERICAN SCIENCE AND INVENTION Simon & Schuster 


Winchell, Mary E. WHERE THE WIND BLOWS FREE 


Caxton 


BOOKS FOR USE BY PARENTS & TEACHERS 


Smith, Mortimer THE DIMINISHED MIND 


Regnery 
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BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Uchida, Yoshiko- retold by Harcourt, Brace 
THE MAGIC LISTENING CAP $2.50 





Yoshiko Uchida's second volume of Japanese folk tales retold maintains the 
lively straightforwardness of the first, The Dancing Kettle (1949). ‘There are fourteen 
tales in all and a sampling of their themes illustrates a universality that will make 
them appeal to children everywhere. In “The Magic Listening Cap" a poor man is en- 
dowed with the power to understand animals and thus is enabled to save a life and earn 
a secure future; "The Fox and the Bear" adds Oriental spice to a familiar dish; through 
his faith in Buddha, another poor man becomes rich: in "The Wrestling Match of the Two 
Buddhas”, and so on. Black and white drawings by the author have the simplicity of 
Japanese art. (2/?. LC: 55-52h0) | 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- FICTION 


Jackson, C. Paul Crowell 
SPICE'S FOOTBALL $2.50 


In a story for younger boys the veteran sports writer tells of eleven year 
old Bucky, his friends and his dog Spice, as their haps and mishaps contribute towards 
a successful touch football team. Just when the team is making a promising start, a 
spill on the field sends Spice to the vet's and Bucky to the doldrums so that he is 
unable to develop skill. But practice, a real game with Bucky's dad as referee and 
Spice's recovery- see boy and dog regain their old confidence. Touch and go drawings 
by Leonard Shortall. A brief narrative makes easy reading. (2/15. LC: 55-5836) 


Wilson, Anthony C. Crowell 
MYSTERY TOUR $2.00 


Norman and Henry Investigate (1954, p. 35) again- this time to solve two com- 
plicated little mysteries. The title story is set at Waveringham-on-the-Sea and the 
second, The Phantom Telephone, igs set in dark Dartmoor. At the shore for the summer 
the boys stumble on their case when a sightseeing bus disappears- with all its passen- 
gers- and is only found upon the cracking of a smuggling ring. On Dartmoor next, the 
boys help a neighbor whose house is "haunted" by a culprit seeking to evict him and 
obtain a family treasure A cool and level British double header. (1/?. LC: 55-580) 


Hogarth, Grace Allen Harcourt, Brace 
THE FUNNY GUY . $2.75 


A rather charming story of l2-year old problems, set in Boston in 1912- has 
an authentic ring of possibly autobiographical derivatives. Helen Hamilton was a sen- 
sitive, dreamy child, teased by her schoolmates for her absent-mindedness. Her mother, 
at the time of this story, was laid up in the hospital; her father patiently tried to 
cope with home problems, hoping for her recovery. And Helen, finding school a thorn 
in her side, had to face up to things both there and at home. She found her pleasures 
in one or two special friends, in reading a bit outside her metier (Prescott's Conquests 
gave her escape reading!), and in earning money for a bicycle by selling greeting cards. 
She brings to her challenges a kind of grit that ultimately wins her the right to be 
herself, and not a shadow of others. Good- it gets down to some important fundamentals. 
And it is a distinct advance over earlier books, Lucy's League(1951) and John’s Journey 
(1952) which dealt with Anglo-American themes. Illustrated by Fritz Wegner. (2/7. 

IC: 55-5965) 
Neff, Priscilla Holton Longmans, Green 
LITTLE MISS CALLIE $2.50 


Family and local history are prominent. themes in a well written story about 


a new girl whose coming inspires a California community to better things. Annot Sanders, 
“~ "Callie", comes from Boston where her western-born father is a doctor, to stay in Clear- 


view with her aunt and uncle and to be in the sixth grade at school. An open hearted, 
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expressive child, Callie makes friends quickly,has fun riding and hiking and immerses her- 
self in community problems as well- for Clearview is growing and needs a park and a center. 
But there is a tragedy to be lived through first. Mr. Crabby, the school caretaker and a 
local farmer, has a questionable nephew of whom Callie becomes more suspicious as two fir® 
occur. The truth out, Mr. Crabby takes the situation wisely and offers his land for half 
the Sanders' which will be turned over as the community center under his care. There is an 
even happier note too as Callie's father comes west himself to marry a childhood schoolmate- 
Callie's sixth grade teacher. Pictures by Charles H. Geer. (2/2. IC: 55-6732) 


Lattimore, Eleanor Frances Morrow 
DIANA IN THE CHINA SHOP $2.25 


Diana who lives in Charleston where her Grandmother runs an antique shop, has 
some bad and good times in connection with it, in another story to please the taste for 
this author's gentle, genteel wit. As girls do, Diana breaks things and gets into scrapes 
that are never guite her fault. But a visit to the shore, a rescue in a storm and an ex- 
citing sale prove Diana's capability to take care of the shop on her own. Compact drawings 
by the author compliment a prim yet knowing look at the young world. (2/16. LC: 55-5092) 


Montgomery, Rutherford World 
AMIKUK _ $2.75 

An Aleutian sea otter's life takes on a quality as natural as his surroundings but 
a stodgy plot- about the Aleutians who are tempted to kill the otters illegally to sell their 
skins to Russian traders- dulls the background. Born on a stormy coast, Amikuk spends his 
childhood with his parents- exhibiting the friendliness and devotion that make the sea otter 
likable. Unbeknownst to them is Peter, a boy from a nearby village who watches them and 
whose apprehension grows when his father Kahgo, decides to trap the otters. There is a long 
chain of events in the seasonal round of sea life but Kahgo finally changes his mind and 
Peter is able to warn the otters away when the Russian traders themselves come to hunt. @ 
Despite the belabored story, good naturalism. Balanced drawings by Marie Nonnast. (2/14. 
LC: 55-5278) 

EIGHT TO ELEVEN- NON-FICTION 


Morrow 


Bleeker, Sonia 
THE PUEBLO INDIANS $2.00 

Sonia Bleeker's tribal portraits have already included a number of our North Amer- 
ican Indian groups- the Coast Salish, the Delaware, the Seminole- to name a few. As a whole 
they have had an uneven quality, good on technical and historical detail but weakened by a 
contrived story thread that makes her young Indians seem too much like today's children 
and "divides" the Indian pattern of society into one similar to our own. This latest study 
of the Pueblos exhibits the same characteristics. Young Hawk, living in a time before the 
white men came, is the chief's son and it is around him that the activities of the small 
Rio Grande pueblo swing. There are trading trips, corn planting, rabbit hunting, women's 
work, the seasonal dances, and throughout, the pervading peacefulness of life as the 
Pueblos lived it. Finally there is news of the first Spaniards' approach and the last 
chapters are a telescoped history of the tregedy of conquest and present day pueblo life. 
Good as a basis for further reading. (2/16. LC: 54-6436) 


Morrow 


Syme, Ronald 
HENRY HUDSON $2.50 
Following the pattern of his other biographies for this age group (see John 
Smith of Virginia, 195h- P, 63), Ronald Syme's spare and hardy prose again contributes a 
facet of the exploration of America. Hudson was brought up along London's waterfront, and 
from boyhood knew he did not want to go into trade. He took to his natural love, the sea, 
at an early age, probably sailed against the Armada, but was a married man before he could 
persuade the Company of Merchant Adventurers to outfit him for Greenland and Russian 
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expeditions, in search of the éllusive passage to the Orient. Later a trip financed 
by the Dutch took him up the river which bears his name and to the great inland bay, 
now known as Hudson's Bay. His success was not realized in his time, and a succession 
of conflicts with his men led to his mortal betrayal. All of this checkered career, 
and the feel of the young new world, are fully realized in Syme's narrative. Dramatic 
drawings by William Stobbs. (2/16) 


TWELVE TO SIXTEEN- FICTION 


Daringer, Helen F, Harcourt, Brace 
LIKE A LADY $2.50 


Another warm and realistic family story by Helen Daringer (see Bigity Anne, 
1954 p. 61 for the latest) hits at the twelve to thirteen year olds as it sees worried, 
energetic Johanna Jones through. the eighth grade. Near Chicago, Johanna lives with 
her widowed mother and her mild: little sister Abbie- mild that is, in contrast to 
Johanna's vim. Almost as .sgqn as the school year starts, so do the problems. First 
there is the most irritating new boy imaginable, Miles Aldrich- a real sissy who comes 
to school with a chauffeur. Then the Oak Corners' Mothers Committee- (meeting at 
school where Johanna overhears them) hesitates to send Mrs. Jones to a convention as 
their representative because her clothes look shabby. Incensed, Johanna starts out 
to earn enough money for a new outfit and in the process Miles becomes her friend and 
Johanna _ up. Crisp drawings by Susan Knight for a high hearted story. (2/2. 
IC: 55-5235 ) : 


Turner, Audrey Lantern 
BETTY STARLING, PRIVATE SECRETARY $2.50 


Granted the difficulty of presenting an office career in glamorous terms, 
this seems to us to descend to astereotyped pattern of virtues and vices as it weaves 
bits of romance and melodrama into the road to office success. Betty, at 18 alone in 
Blake City, géts a job with Mid-Continental Railroad through the intervention of Danny 
Price, an efficient office boy with the company. Thrilled yet apprehensive, Betty 
starts in as office stenographer. There are the usual hazards:- the boss who dictates 
too fast, the multiple copy errar, the salesman who sweeps her off her feet. But it 
takes the discovery of a case of petty embezzlement on her part to open her eyes to 
the virtues of her friend Danny. Then, with the opening of a new branch office, there 
are promotions all around. Pretty superficial below the plotting. (1/20) 


Allen, Merritt Parmelee Longmans, Green 
‘THE MUDHEN ACTS NATURALLY $2.50 


This with its predecessor, The Mudhen and the Walrus (1950) shows Mr. Allen 
in a role apart from his familiar historical fictioneering.. The Mudhen is a sort of 
American Stalky, the languid, but purposeful John Crane, acting janitor at ivy-clad 
Watervale Academy. The story is told largely through the Mudhen's reports to Scotty, 

a favorite professor, laid up in the hospital. And the round of extra-curricular 
activities and zany events range from mad escapades, inter-fraternity rivalries, to 
using school money to help Scotty with his operation expenses. While the repartee 

and school spirit are commendable, the pace of story adequate, this lacks the emotional 
probe. that might have made it better than a somewhat synthetic picture of*school life. 
Stephen J. Voorhies drawings. (2/7) 


Holt, Stephen Léngmans, Green 

STORMY $2.50 
What might have been a bridge from the comics turns into the somewhat trite 
adventures of Hugh Star, 17, who attempts alone to bring his father's ranch back into 

operation. The Stars had been unjustly forced into bankruptcy, which resulted in 
breaking up the family as a unit. Hugh's mother takes a job in the city; his father 
is working in a grocery store; while Hugh lives with relatives near the old home and 
starts in to work on the abandoned ranch. The Stormy of the title is a wild pinto 
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stallion, whose love for Hugh gives him heart. A pat chain of circumstances, climaxing in 
a rodeo,brings success and the Stars are able to be together again. This is more in the 
category of his melodramatic cops and robbers Prairie Colt (1947) than in the excellent 
Phantom Roan (1949). Pers Crowell pictures are an asset. (2/7) 


TWELVE TO SIXTEEN- NON-FICTION 


Crowell 


Lewellen, John 
$2.00 


HELICOPTERS: How They Work 


From the author of the excellent Birds and Planes; How They Fly (1952, p. 42) 
comes another clear and readable explanation of rotary wing aircraft, their history, inner 
workings and practical uses. In the opening chapter a personal account of a flight with 
s friend from Chicago to a distant suburb in bad weather gives a play by play description 
of a helicopter at work. Chapters on mechanics, engineering and types of helicopters follow 
and with interest rather skillfully aroused, even the uninitiated will be able to under- 
stand the processes of speed by rotation rather than forward movement, tilting by gyro- 
scopic procession and so forth. There is a report on Sikorsky's work and future uses, and 
by the end the helicopter has taken on the fascination of a craft we may all be flying 
around in tomorrow. Illustrated by A. W. Revell. (1/7) 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Little, Brown 


Wibberley, Leonard 

THE MOUSE THAT ROARED $3.50 
Report repeated from p. 494 of the August 1 Bulletin reads as follows: "Like 

Mrs. Searwood'’s Secret Weapon (1953) this continues the crazy-dazy theme that is embroider- 

ed with crisp commentary in an articulate argument against the madness of current civiliza- 


tion. With wine its currency, the little Duchy of Grand Fenwick is in financial straits 


and decides to wage war on the U.S. so it ean be rehabilitated when it loses. But a turn- © 
about- with a Q bomb- lets the Duchy rule the world so that big nations are forced to 


mingle peacefully." (Full report on p. 788. 2/9. IC: 54-8294) 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 
Relisted for Young Adults’ Non-fiction from 12 - 16 Sections 
Lewellen, John- HELICOPTERS: How They Work Crowell 


Harper 
JUNGLE QUEST $3.75 
An anthropologist's expedition into the Mato Grosso makes intriguing reading as 
Mr. Wyer takes his way through the country where Col. Fawcett was killed and visits the 
Chavantes and Camayuras Indians. Their ways of life and the problems of Brazilian-Indian 
work are the substance of the book- with emphasis on the ultimate fitting of the Indian 
into a civilized world. (Full report on p. 799. 2/2. IC: 54-12202) 


Newman, Ernest 


Weyer, Edward M., Jr. 


Knopf 
SEVENTEEN FAMOUS OPERAS $7.50 


Though price may rule out the purchase of an extra copy for young peoples' read- 
ing rooms this third volume in Ernest Newman's series is welcome news for opera lovers of 
any age. The selections, all of them very familiar, include stories, sources, and comments 
on libretto adaptations and musical application by the composer make stimulating reading for 
those who want to learn about opera. (Full report on p. 802. 2/14. LC: 54-7209) 


Kimble, George McGraw-Hill 
OUR AMERICAN WEATHER $4.75 


An authoritative study of the contradictions and patterns of our weather, this is 
sound and simpler in organization than any other books in the field. Month by month coverage 
deals with weather in various aspects from thaws to tornadoes- and dispassionate discussion 
of such topics as rainmakers, flying saucers and the increased mildness of Atlantic coast 
winters make for added interest. Illustrated. (Full report on p. 79}. 1/6. LC: 54-9711) 








